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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-697
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: October 13, 2015
Type of Action: Council Rules amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rule Chapter 4 – Procedures – to prohibit council members from replying to any text message from a lobbyist, union member or representative, or City administration employee received during any full City Council meeting. Any council member receiving a text during a full Council meeting from a lobbyist, union member or representative, or City administration employee regarding any item on the agenda for that meeting is required to disclose the receipt of the text prior to voting on the item to which the text pertains, and must file the contents of the text with the Legislative Services Division within 48 hours after the council meeting during which the text was received.
Background Information: Florida’s Government in the Sunshine Act regulates the conduct of public business by two or more members of any collegial body and requires that any substantive communication between board members on an item that already is or could foreseeably come before the body for action must be done in a properly noticed meeting open to the public and for which minutes are produced. The law also prohibits the use of third parties as conduits or intermediaries to convey information from one member to another outside of the sunshine in violation of the law. This bill is intended to prevent the occurrence of communication among council members via third parties by means of text messages in violation of the spirit of the Sunshine Law and to disclose the contents of texts received by council members from interested parties during meetings at which items are being debated and voted upon.
Policy Impact Area: Government in the Sunshine adherence
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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